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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is a replacement of the last office action mailed on 1 1/29/06. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth. in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 5, 10, 14, 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Balko et aL (US Patent 6,363, 716) in view of Hoard et ai (US Patent 6,363, 714). 

Regarding claims 1,5, 10, 14, 19, Balko discloses a method for djagnosing operation of 
a nonthermal plasma discharge device disposed in the exhaust of an internal combustion engine, 
comprising: 

controlling the power of the plasma based on the concentration of the NOx in the exhaust 
gas wherein said engine exhaust has a lean NOx trap (15) disposed downstream of the 
nonthermal plasma discharge device (34)(see Figure 2, col. 9, lines 34-44, col. 12, lines 60-67, 
col. 13, lines 1-4, 35+); however, fails to disclose determining said nonthermal plasma discharge 
device being operating properly when a concentration of NOx of exhaust gases exiting said lean 
NOx trap increases in response to reducing power to the nonthermal plasma discharge device. 
Hoard teaches that higher energy deposition to the plasma device is commanded under 
conditions of high NOx production in the exhaust gas, and lower energy deposition to the plasma 
device is commanded while under lower NOx conditions (see col. 5, lines 14-20). 
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In Hoard, when a NOx concentration in the exhaust gas is increased, an applied power to 
the plasma reactor is increased in order to reduce more NOx in the exhaust gas to maintain the 
NOx concentration within a desired range. If the applied power is then reduced, the NOx 
concentration would increase above a desired range, therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one having ordinary skill in the art, to realize that the thermal plasma in the modified Balko is 
determined to work properly when tailpipe NOx concentration in the exhaust gases increases in 
response to reducing an applied power to the plasma reactor. 

Regarding claim 20, Balko further discloses said energy quantity is an electrical energy 
supplied by said fuel injector (see col. 12, lines 60-62). 

Regarding claim 21, Balko further discloses said energy quantity is an electrical energy 
supplied by said power supply (see col. 12, lines 60-62)., 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-4, 6-9, 11-13, 15-18, 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Examiner Diem Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-4866. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday -Friday from 8:00 a.m.- 6:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Thomas E. Denion, can be reached on (571) 272-4859. The fax number 
for this group is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 800-786-9199 (toll- 
free). 
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